Summary. Because correct identification of insects is crucial for pest management involving

INTRODUCTION
43
The mealybug Phenacoccus solenopsis Tinsley (Sternorrhyncha: Pseudococcidae) is a highly 44 polyphagous pest, feeding on more than 154 plant species including fruits, vegetables, crops 
Phylogenetic Analysis
131
The sequences were compared to other published sequences using MEGA7 (Kumar et al. 
RESULTS
144
Specimens of mealybug collected from four regions of Pakistan (Table 1) We found no sequence differences between specimens from the four geographical regions however will not detect more subtle differences in genetic structure that could affect their 187 susceptibility to control agents. Should significant differences in susceptibility be found then 188 more detailed analyses will be needed to characterize the different biotypes. suggests that there is a low degree of genetic diversity between populations which will 197 hopefully be reflected in a uniform response to pest control measures. 
